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Enforcement

Many agencies enforce laws
on the Yukon North Slope

Many different government agencies are responsible for enforcing
hunting, trapping and fishing laws on the Yukon North Slope,
for both Inuvialuit and non-Inuvialuit harvesters. This factsheet

describes who is responsible for what.

The Inuvialuit Final Agreement (IFA) identifies the Yukon North Slope
as a special area where the conservation of wildlife, the environment
and Inuvialuit traditional use are the most important things.

The IFA sets out the hunting, trapping and fishing rights of the
Inuvialuit. There are also other laws that affect harvesting in the
Yukon North Slope, like the federal Fisheries Act and the Yukon
Wildlife Act.

The size and remoteness of the Yukon North Slope makes it
expensive and difficult to enforce these laws. However, governments
have agreed to share the responsibility of law enforcement.

For example, Hunters and Trappers Committees (HTCs) may make
bylaws to help regulate harvesting activities in their area. If an HTC
makes a bylaw for the Yukon North Slope area, it may become a
regulation under the Yukon Wildlife Act. If this happens, then Yukon
or Northwest Territories officers would help enforce the regulation.
Royal Canadian Mounted Police can also help enforce the Yukon
Wildlife Act. The bylaws developed by the HTC apply within Ivvavik
National Park and are enforced.

People on the land can help

Laws are put in place to protect people, the environment and
wildlife. All agencies work together to share information about what
is going on out on the land so they can help protect it.

However, harvesters on the land are usually the first to know
if someone is poaching or damaging the land in some way. As Photo credit Aileen Horler.
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wildlife for future generations by reporting their concerns to the on the Yukon North Slope.

appropriate enforcement agency.



Enforcement on the Yukon North Slope

~ for most game. Yukon Conservation Officers enforce
* Yukon laws that regulate hunting and
may ask for proof that a harvester is
Inuvialuit. Herschel Island Park Rangers
enforce Park regulations but do not currently enforce
other fish or wildlife legislation. GNWT and RCMP
- can enforce fish and wildlife legislation under special
* circumstances. DFO, Yukon and GNWT officers can all
_enforce the federal Fisheries Act in this area.
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National Park Wardens enforce harvesting ¥,

activities in this Park. Only Inuvialuit are allowed !

to hunt in this Park and wardens may ask for

proof that a harvester is Inuvialuit. Sport and A{-:
* subsistence fishing are allowed in the Park and &

. any laws of general application, such as wasting

fish, will be enforced by the wardens.

Migratory birds

Canada regulates harvest of migratory
birds but Yukon and GNWT Conservation
Officers are appointed to enforce the

i =~ Migratory Birds Convention Act. CWS
; 2 - has Wildlife Enforcement Officers in
o . Whitehorse and Yellowknife who can also
:i : enforce this Act throughout the Yukon
North Slope.
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As the sea ice is under the jurisdiction of the
GNWT, NWT Renewable Resources Officers
enforce hunting laws here. Yukon Conservation
Officers may be asked to take action by GNWT.
RCMP can also help, usually near communities.

Fishing, whaling and sealing in salt water is
regulated by DFO. DFO usually enforces these
regulations offshore but GNWT and Yukon
Conservation Officers are also appointed

as Fisheries Officers within their respective
territories.

Lands outside of Parks

The Yukon Wildlife Act applies to these lands.
Inuvialuit hunters have certain harvesting
rights but must obey laws of “general
application” (for example, they can not waste
edible parts of fish).

Yukon Conservation Officers usually enforce
the Wildlife Act but can ask GNWT officers
or the RCMP to enforce these laws in special
circumstances.

i o e e o et L

bty

-

N |_1b,|.!'!:1'i13u'

e e ) T et

DFO, Yukon and GNWT officers can all enforce
the federal Fisheries Act in this area.
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Acronyms CWS (Canadian Wildlife Service); DFO (Department of Fisheries and Oceans); GNWT (Government of Northwest Territories); RCMP (Royal Canadian

To view additional factsheets in this series,
please visit our website or contact our office:

Wildlife Management Advisory Council (North Slope)

P.O. Box 31539, Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 6K8
Phone: (867) 633-5476 Fax: (867) 633-6900
wmacns@web.ca www.wmacns.ca




